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Exploring Possibilities

Jack rolled 2 dice and scored 10 m i e
Amir scored less than Jack.

One of Amir's dice showed 5. @ @

What other number could Amir have rolled?
Is there more than one answer?
Are there any numbers Amir could not have rolled?
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Which Patterns Fit?

Provide frames with a set number of spaces and
cubes or counters in different colours.

Ask the children to build patterns around the edge
putting one item in each space. Ask them to try
different patterns to investigate which will it
around the frame exactly and which won't.

Which of these patterns will fit exactly around the
frames?

AB, ABC, ABB, AAB, AABB, AABBC
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Dot Plates

Show the children 6, 7 and 8 on a ten frame orina 10-
hole egg box. Can they see how many without needing to
count in ones?

Encourage the children to build 6, 7 and 8 onto the 10
frames in pairs - what do they notice?

Compare the 5-wise and pair-wise patterns for each
number. What's the same and what's different?
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5-wise patterns

Pair-wise patterns
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Give each child a dice.

Ask the children to roll the dice.

Explain that you have a secret way to work out
what number is on the bottom of each dice
without looking,

Tell the children what is on the bottom of all the
dice and ask them to check.

Dice Magic g@ /

Record the number of spots on the top and
bottom o0 o
o0

Can anyone see a pattern?
Can anyone work out how you do the trick?
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Hidden Objects ®

With the children count 4 items into a bag.

Ask the children to confirm how many there are
inside the bag.

Put in one more or take one out. How many are in the
bag now?

Once the children are confident in predicting 1 more
and less, this can be extended to adding 2 or 3 more
or less.

Encourage the children to use their fingers or 5
frames to represent the hidden objects.
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Combining Shapes

Ask the children to investigate which shapes they
can make by combining squares, rectangles and
triangles in different ways.

Can you build a small square, a medium square
and a large square? You could draw outlines for
the children to fill initially.

What shapes did you use to make your squares?
Is there a different way to build the same shape?

Can you build a square using rectangles?
How do you know it is square?

Can you build a rectangle using squares?
How do you know it is a rectangle?




