
 

 

 

 

How to teach Art at 

Bowling Green Academy? 
 

 

 



Curriculum Overview 

 

Art at Bowling Green is taught in Autumn 1, Spring 1 and Summer 1. Art and Design is alternated with DT on a half-

termly basis and is taught as a discrete curriculum subject. We have a bespoke curriculum that has been planned to 

expose children to a range of key artists, as well as, build upon drawing, painting, college, sculpture and printing in a 

progressive nature throughout their time at Bowling Green whilst meeting and exceeding the expectations of the 

National Curriculum.  

In Early Years, teachers adopt a text-led approach and the long term plan is formulated based on 3 overarching 

topics: who am I?, what am I?, where am I?. Art is covered under the Expressive Arts and Design part of 

development matters. These objectives form carefully planned formal and play-based activities. 

The Art Curriculum has unit by unit and year group by year group knowledge organisers that contain the subject 

components which should be used to inform medium-term and short-term planning of the unit. It contains the key 

knowledge, content and vocabulary that the children should be taught in their lessons. This document can be found 

on staff shared and an example is shown below: 



 

Lesson sequence 

Art lessons at Bowling Green should follow a similar pattern in both Key stage one and Key stage two. The 

first lesson of every unit will introduce children to a key artist and allow the children to evaluate their 

work, this could be in sketchbooks or on seesaw. The final lesson of every unit will allow the children to 

evaluate their own work and compare this to the key artist from the unit, again this could be in their 

sketchbook or on seesaw.  

In each lesson, to enable children to meet the intent of the subject and learn more and remember more 

flashbacks, sharing of learning objectives and introduction of key vocabulary should take place at the start 

of each lesson. The example lesson plan below shows what an art lesson should contain. 

Starter – flashback five on previously covered content and subject specific key learning. 

LO introduction. -  Make sure LO is child friendly. 

Vocabulary introduction – introduce vocabulary and definitions for the lesson’s key vocabulary. Put 

vocabulary into context.  

Content introduction – In this section the main skill of the lesson should be explored, discussed and 

modelled. Teachers may model the skill if confident or well researched YouTube videos may be used. 

Discussions should be child focussed and allow them to ask any questions. Any misconceptions need to be 

addressed during this stage. 

Tasks – During this stage children should be working in groups, pairs or individually on a task which allows 

the children to practice the key skill of that lesson. Tasks can be completed directly into sketchbooks or 

onto small pieces of paper. Each skill must be evidenced in the child’s sketchbook.  



Plenary/sharing of final thoughts – At the end of the lesson children should be allowed to reflect against 

the LO. Teachers should allow suitable time for this as misconceptions and further questions may need to 

be addressed.  

Teachers must ensure that their lessons do not allow for cognitive overload if the lesson is a painting 

lesson do not add drawing give the children a picture to paint. If the lesson is a drawing lesson do not add 

painting at the end as a holding task.  

Teachers must ensure that all skills are evidenced.  

Assessment 

Teachers should use the knowledge organisers in sketchbooks to decide if a child has achieved or is 

working towards the small step objectives. When assessing Art, teachers should based their judgement 

upon the skills leading up to the final piece, as well as, the final piece. Teachers should use the Art 

assessment sheets saved at T:\2022 - 2023\Planning Curriculum\Assessment Tools.  

 They should consider the child’s progress against the relevant knowledge and skills objectives for the unit 

studied and mark them at either A or WT. Where a child has shown secure understanding of some 

objectives and skills but not others the teacher should use their best judgement to assess the child.  

Please see the examples below to help guide your assessment:- 

 

 

 

 



Assessment Strategies 

In Art, introducing children to key artists and how these artists have shaped the world of art today, as well 

as, allowing children to evaluate this work (what do they like/not like) and then comparing this to the work 

they create are a fundamental part of our curriculum. Core skills (Painting, Printing, Drawing and Sculpture) 

are explored, revisited and built upon throughout the children’s time at Bowling Green.  

Children receive regular retrieval practice, such as Flashbacks, that allow a teacher to assess children's 

understanding from recent and previous learning, during these flashbacks children are expected to use 

vocabulary from previous year groups where appropriate. Units of Work have key skills broken down into 

small steps that teachers assess children’s artistic abilities alongside final pieces. Further examples of 

assessment across our Art curriculum include:- 

 Open Ended Questioning – Why do you prefer this piece of art work compared to this piece? What 

is it about your work that you prefer over the work of Piet Mondrian?  

 Children have time to reflect – at the end of each unit children are asked to compare their work to 

the work of the key artist for that unit. Children are also asked to think about what they would 

improve if they carried out their final pieces again.  

 Think-pair-share – children get the opportunity to share their opinions and ideas.  

 Observing  

 Self-Assessment – children get the opportunity to assess their final piece, and decide if there is 

anything they would do differently if they did the same piece of work again.  

Inclusion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What knowledge must learners acquire? 

• to use a range of materials creatively to design 
and make products 

• to use drawing, painting and sculpture to 
develop and share their ideas, experiences and 
imagination 

• to develop a wide range of art and design 
techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, 
line, shape, form and space 

• about the work of a range of artists, craft 
makers and designers, describing the 
differences and similarities between different 
practices and disciplines, and making links to 
their own work 

• to create sketch books to record their 
observations and use them to review and 
revisit ideas 

• to improve their mastery of art and design 
techniques, including drawing, painting and 
sculpture with a range of materials [for 
example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

• about great artists, architects and designers in 
history. 

Strategies to support learners: 

• Scaffolded work 

• Additional support from adult/peers 
▪ Checklist of learning steps. 
▪ Modelling 
▪ Visual aids 
▪ Modelling using YouTube videos 

 

Where is vocabulary and language explicitly 

taught?  

Within each lesson, key words are referred to and 

discussed, highlighted and reinforced throughout 

each unit of work. 

Key words are displayed and referred to – 

expectation that these will be spelt correctly 

(largely and age-appropriate). 

Strategies to support learners include: 

▪ Memory activities 
▪ Waiting/processing time 
▪ Uncluttered tasks 
▪ Use of high quality wagolls 
▪ Modelling 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Seesaw  

Teachers should plan for effective use of seesaw in Art lessons where appropriate. Some examples of the 

use of seesaw within art lessons are:- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources 

 

 

Strategies to support learners include: 

• Use of reward system- house and dojo 
points 

• Catching children doing the right thing 

• Adult and peer support 
▪ Pre teaching 
▪ Repetition of key learning points. 
▪ Clear language 
▪ Differentiated scaffolded and extended 

work to ensure all children are challenged. 
 

What does progression look like? 

For each pupil with SEND, progression will look different depending upon their individual learning and 

development needs. 

All pupils will be  

 


